I6is   JAMES ON THE SPANISH PROPOSALS.      325

which was characteristic of the man. He was as fully convinced,
he wrote, of the truth of his own religion, as the King of Spain
could be of his ; and he intended to educate his grandchildren
in the doctrines which he himself professed. He was, however,
ready to promise not to use compulsion, and would engage
that, if they became Catholics by their own choice, they should
not be debarred from the succession. The laws of England
enjoined obedience to the King, whatever his religion might be.
It was only by the Jesuits that the contrary doctrine was main-
tained. The servants who accompanied the Infanta might be
of any religion they pleased; and, as to the wet-nurses, it
would be better to leave the selection of them to the physicians,
who would be guided in their choice by the health and consti-
tution of the candidates rather than by their religious opinions,
The Infanta might have a large chapel for her household, but
there was to be no public church. The permission to the
clergy to wear their ecclesiastical habits in the streets would
cause public scandal. As to the remission of the penal laws, it
would be time enough to consider the point when everything
else had been arranged.

It does not need much seeking to discover the causes of
James's hesitation to accept the Spanish proposals. But, as
Cause of usual, personal interests combined with general ones
hesitation. m influencing his mind. During the first half of
May, in which James had these articles before him, he was
discussing with his lawyers the preparations for Owen's trial,
which ultimately took place on May 17. These discussions
had brought vividly before his mind the danger of assassination,
and for the time he was completely unnerved, He slept in a
bed round which three other beds were arranged to serve as a
barricade, and when he moved from place to place, he drove
at as rapid a pace as possible, surrounded by a troop of running
footmen who were directed to hinder any attempt to approach
him.1 It is therefore no wonder that at such a moment James-
should have taken fright lest the strength to be gained by the
alliance with Spain should prove to his son's advantage rather
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